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SUB J : AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

1 . THIS MORNING I GAVE A TELEVIZED INTERVIEW IN MY OFFICE 
PREPARATORY TO MY DEPARTURE FROM URUGUAY. LATER. UPON 
LEAVING THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE WHERE I HAD GONE TO SAY FARE- 
WELL, I WAS INTERVIEWED BY SEVERAL RADIO STATIONS AND ANOTHER TV 
CHANNEL. DURING THE COURSE OF THESE INTERVIEWS, THE SUBJECT 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS AROSE AND I RESPONDED TO QUESTIONS ALONG THE 
LINES INDICATED BELOW. WE ARE OBTAINING THE EXACT TRANSCRIPT 
FROM EACH INTERVIEW OF WHAT WAS SAID AND WILL PROVIDE THESE TO 
THE DEPARTMENT BY SEPARATE MESSAGE. 

2. 1 AGREED, GIVEN THE WAY THE QUESTIONS WERE PHRASED, THAT 
IN CARRYING OUT A POLICY SUCH AS THE HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY THAT 
SOME TACTICS COULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. I ALSO AGREED THAT 
RECENTLY SOME FRICTIONS HAD ARISEN IN THE RELATIONS OF URUGUAY 
AND THE U.S. I EXPRESSED THE HOPE AND BELIEF, HOWEVER, THAT 
THESE WERE LARGELY ON THE SURFACE AND THAT THROUGH DIPLOMACY 
AND THE EXISTING GOOD WILL OF BOTH PARTIES THIS SITUATION WOULD 
BE SOLVED. BEYOND THIS, I CALLED ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT 
AMERICAN-URUGUAYAN RELATIONS ARE SOLIDLY BASED ON A LONG 
TRADITION OF SHARED IDEALS, FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION. I SAID THAT 
NOTHING WHICH HAS HAPPENED RECENTLY HAS AFFECTED THIS BASIC 
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FOUNDATION OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. I THEN 
STATED THAT I WOULD MUCH RATHER COMMENT ON THE POSITIVE ASPECTS 
AND CALLED ATTENTION TO PRESIDENT CARTER S SPEECH BEFORE THE OAS 
WHICH I SAID CONSTITUTED A VERY CLEAR STATEMENT OF THE HIGH MORAL 
PRINCIPLE INVOLVED IN THE U.S. POLICY ON HUMAN RIGHTS. I 
ADDED THAT I WAS CERTAIN THAT THESE SAME HIGH PRINCIPLES WERE 
SHARED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF URUGUAY, AND CALLED AT 
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TENTION TO STATEMENTS RECENTLY MADE BY MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
DARRACQ AND, ONLY YESTERDAY, BY FOREIGN MINISTER ROVIRA IN 
HIS OWN POSITIVE COMMENTS ON THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. I THEN 
STATED THAT I HAD FOUND THE RECENT TESTIMONY OF ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY TODMAN AND HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS COORDINATOR 
DERI AN IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO CONSTITUTE A VERY 
REALISTIC AND CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH TOWARD MAKING THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS POLICY AN EFFECTIVE ONE. I SAID I FELT OPTIMISTIC AND 
HOPEFUL THAT BY APPLICATION OF THE POLICY THROUGH SUCH CONCEPTS 
IT WOULD HAVE SUCCESS AND A BENEFICIAL IMPACT IN LATIN AMERICA. 

SIRACUSA 
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